APPLICATION FORM
RTA Community Planning Program and
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program
Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018
This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit
one application per project as a PDF package.
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the
same application.

Name:

Please list the members of the group (including
government and nongovernmental organizations):

Village of La Grange
Applicant

Name:

Charity Jones
Main Contact of Application

Title: Community

Phone: (708)

Development Director

579-2320

Email: cjones@villageoflagrange.com

TYPE OF APPLICANT
(please check all that apply)

✔ Local Government
Multijurisdictional group*
Nongovernmental organization*
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*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support.

1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.

The Village of La Grange is located approximately 14 miles west of downtown Chicago.
The Village occupies a land area of approximately 2.5 square miles and has an
estimated population of 15,688 per the 2016 American Community Survey.
La Grange is a historic, tree-lined community with a thriving traditional downtown district
featuring independently owned retail boutiques and a wide variety of excellent
restaurants. The Village benefits from excellent transportation options, with La Grange
Road (US Hwy 45) and Ogden Avenue (US Hwy 34) cutting through the community, as
well as being served by the Metra BNSF rail line. The Indiana Harbor Belt railway also
carries freight through La Grange.
La Grange is home to several major employers including the La Grange Amita Health
Adventists Medical Center hospital and Grayhill Inc.
The Village's proposed project will help implement recommendations of the 2005 La
Grange Comprehensive Plan and BNSF Railroad Corridor Subarea Plan
(http://www.villageoflagrange.com/index.aspx?nid=109) and serve as a foundational
document for an upcoming comprehensive plan update.
A map of the Village of La Grange is located on the village website
(http://www.villageoflagrange.com/DocumentCenter/View/1628).

2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific,
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work.
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).

In 2005, the Village of La Grange adopted a Comprehensive Plan and BNSF Railroad Corridor Subarea Plan;
this plan was made possible through a grant from the Regional Transit Authority (RTA). Part of the
community-identified vision for the 2005 plan was to upgrade housing stock, while sustaining a mix of housing to
meet a range of lifestyle needs (p. I-1). The plan further identifies a goal to “ensure the compatibility of new
housing with existing residential neighborhoods” and to consider adjustment to zoning regulations to sustain the
“unique character” of La Grange neighborhoods (p.I-6).
Immediately following adoption of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan, Village staff set to work on implementation of
the plan’s many varied recommendations. The first priority was to evaluate amendments to the zoning code’s
bulk regulations for single-family districts. Staff evaluated trends from new construction homes and surveyed
other nearby communities. Several public workshops were conducted and ultimately in 2007 the Village Board
adopted changes to the zoning code to introduce lot coverage maximums, increase minimum interior side yard
setbacks, and prohibit “snout” house design. At the time of approval, the Village Board recognized these
amendments as a significant step forward, but a first step with more work needed.
Nearly ten years after the adoption of these zoning code amendments, and 13 years after adoption of the last
comprehensive plan, the Village has turned its attention toward a new, updated comprehensive plan. The
Village’s 5 year budget (http://www.villageoflagrange.com/DocumentCenter/View/1627) includes a placeholder
for a comprehensive plan update in fiscal year 2021. In preparation for a comprehensive plan update,
background data and analysis is needed. In 2017, with the help of a consultant, the Village of La Grange
conducted a retail market assessment to document current total retail district size, first floor vacancy rates, area
rents, and market area supply and demand. This year the Village has explored resources to document
characteristics of our residential built environment.
La Grange wishes to utilize technology that was not readily available in 2005 to document existing conditions
within the Village’s corporate boundary. Specifically, the Village seeks to employ aerial photography and LiDAR
data collection to create GIS feature classes of building footprints and other impervious surfaces, as well as
surface and building height elevations. This data, coupled with permit data and other readily available data
sources, would inform a Community Character Analysis that will serve as a foundational document for the
Village’s upcoming Comprehensive Plan update. The Community Character Analysis will summarize
characteristics of our local built environment such as typical observed setbacks, building and lot coverage, and
building vintage by neighborhood and/or zoning district. This analysis would be similar to the Conditions
Inventory that was a foundational document of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan
(http://www.villageoflagrange.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/69) but with a more nuanced analysis enabled
by current technology.
The completed Community Character Analysis will provide much needed information for the Village of La
Grange to prepare a comprehensive plan that aligns with the On To 2050 principles of inclusive growth,
resilience, and prioritized investment. It will assist the public engagement phase of the Comprehensive Plan
update by providing residents an accurate assessment of current conditions to encourage wise stewardship of
future expenditures. It will provide the basis for recommendations to future zoning code changes to refine bulk
requirements in response to the unique attributes of various neighborhoods within the Village; whereas past
efforts focused on tear downs and new construction, future efforts will reflect an equal emphasis on
reinvestment in existing homes to sustain our local housing mix. The Community Character Analysis will also
provide much needed data to support the preparation of future stormwater management plans, as detailed in
CMAP’s July 2018 Guide to Flood Susceptibility and Stormwater Planning document. In the interim until the
next comprehensive plan, the data within the Community Character Analysis will inform Village decision making
when evaluating special use, planned development, and variation requests.
The Village of La Grange estimates the following costs associated with data collection in support of the
Community Character Analysis: $15,000 for planimetric mapping and $33,000 for LiDAR. The Village recently
invested in aerial photography (approximate cost of $14,000) which will serve as the basis for the planimetric
mapping.
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2. Project Description (continued)
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit
your response to 1400 characters).

Although we have not contacted other adjacent communities in advance of this application,
the data collection portion of the Community Character Analysis may be beneficial to other
suburban Cook County communities, as the available Cook County data is limited the building
footprints of principal structures only; the data is ten years old; and, in the case of La Grange,
is not precise enough to conduct the type of analysis proposed by this project.

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves:
✔

The preparation of a plan.
Updating an existing plan.
✔ Implementation of a previous plan.
My project has direct relevance to public
transit and supports the use of the existing
transit system.
M
 y project is not directly related to
transportation or land use, but addresses
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT
(Please check all that apply)

✔ Inclusive Growth
✔ Prioritized Investment

✔ Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT
(please check all that apply)
Deliver Value on our transit investments
Build on the strengths of the transit network
Keep transit competitive
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