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SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS & MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

October 18, 2018

Mr. Joe Szabo

Executive Director

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800

Chicago, IL 60606

Dear Mr. Szabo:

The South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association (SSMMA) Transportation
Committee appreciates the efforts of CMAP to develop the Transportation Development
Credits Highway (TDCH) policy, and the special consideration that was made for the
South Suburbs to participate in regional projects. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity
for Cohort 4 communities to fund regional projects. There are 21 “high need”
communities in the South Council, and they may not have another way to fund projects if
these credits are not available. The credits could give communities the ability to fund
regional projects beyond municipal borders, which is in CMAP’s Inclusive Growth
policy.

However, there is one disadvantage to the proposed policy found in section 3, which
states that “Contiguous projects may not be “split” in order for one or more portions to be
eligible for TDCHs. No project or project phase granted the use of TDCHs may be
combined under a single funding agreement or contract with any other project or phase
that is not eligible for or was not granted use of TDCHs.”

The new STP Shared Fund is for large regional projects with 3 or more entities or $5
million in total cost. In the South Council, many of our Cohort 4 municipalities have
projects with other Cohorts. This policy, the way it states now, would eliminate the
Cohort 4 communities from being a part of these big regional projects. This would
perpetuate the current system of high need communities not getting projects due to the
lack of match money.

We know your policy is intended to create projects that will connect all people to places.
We need to change the language to allow Cohort 4 communities to access the TDCHs for
the section of the project within their borders.

708-206-1155

WWW .ssmma.org Fax 708-206-1133



1 ) .
SOMMA

SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS & MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Alsip

Beecher

Blue Island
Burnham
Calumet City
Calumet Park
Chicago Heights

Country Club Hills

Crestwood
Crete
Dixmoor
Dolton

East Hazel Crest
Flossmoor
Ford Heights
Glenwood
Harvey
Hazel Crest
Homewood
Lansing
Lynwood
Markham
Matteson
Midlothian
Mokena
Monee

Oak Forest
Olympia Fields
Orland Hills
Orland Park
Park Forest
Peotone
Phoenix
Posen
Richton Park
Riverdale
Robbins
Sauk Village

October 18, 2018

Mr. Joe Szabo

Executive Director

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800

Chicago, IL 60606

Continued. ..

Thank you again for creating this policy, allowing TDCHs to be utilized, and taking our
comments under consideration! Having a policy that works for the South Council

communities will change our network and create inclusive growth.

SSMMA Transportation Committee
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